Dangerous Waste Designation Procedure

This procedure is to help determine if a chemical waste is a dangerous waste in the state of Washington.  When a chemical waste is generated, it must be determined if it is a dangerous waste or not in order to dispose of it in a proper manner.  This process is important as many chemicals may seem non-hazardous themselves or at concentrations that are low, but in fact in the state of Washington they are a dangerous waste.  Waste disposal recommendations found in Material Safety Data Sheets, other researcher’s publications and in books that describe waste disposal procedures do not apply in the state of Washington.  Before using these recommendations, they must be reviewed by the WSU waste coordinator for acceptability.

Disposal of a hazardous waste can include incineration, treatment, stabilization, recycling, landfilling and other methods.  This type of disposal is handled only through the WSU hazardous waste coordinator for your location.  

There are two ways to designate your waste.   One is to designate it yourself using the WSU EHS guide on their webpage.  It can be accessed at:  http://www.ehs.wsu.edu/hw.htm
Another way is to have your hazardous waste coordinator designate the waste for you.  Either way, it is necessary that you maintain the documentation of the waste designation in your dangerous waste disposal file.  It is preferred to work with your coordinator as early on before generating the waste for several reasons.  Disposal options and costs can be explored; possible substitution of chemicals or procedures to reduce or eliminate waste generation; micro techniques can be assessed as an alternative; generator treatment to eliminate the dangerous waste may be a possibility; and ways to containerize the waste to reduce disposal costs can be determined.  It is very helpful to have the following information for the designator:

1.)  All chemical and non-chemical constituents and their estimated or known concentrations, including water.  If a trade name such as Wonderclean or Solgest is being disposed, the actual chemical names of the ingredients are needed.

2.)  The volumes of waste and the container size and type they will be stored in.

3.)  Waste generation rate and if it is constant, periodic, batch or continuous.

4.)  If it is corrosive, the pH is helpful.

Your WSU hazardous waste coordinator is _____________________ and can be contacted by phone at _________________, email _________________ fax _____

If your waste is determined to be a dangerous waste in the state of Washington, then you must containerize it, label it, store it, report it to your hazardous waste coordinator, and dispose of it according to the dangerous waste procedures of this facility.

SINK DISCHARGE - of dangerous waste and chemicals is prohibited.  Guidelines to help determine if a waste can be considered for drain discharge are in the WSU Sink Discharge Guidelines.  If after referring to these guidelines, a waste appears to qualify for discharge down the drain, contact your hazardous waste coordinator for approval.

DILUTION – Dilution of a chemical waste to make it non-hazardous is illegal.

EVAPORATION – Evaporation of volatile hazardous substances is not allowed at WSU and is illegal as a means to dispose of hazardous materials. 
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